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judge of his first method, by his subsequent practice,
I think I may give you room to make a fair judg-
ment. Nor do I think it is an improper way of
determining the point, since as Satan found the
first step successful, it is probable he found no
occasion to alter his measures ; and though differing
circumstances of place and persons may make him
vary a little as he sees occasion, yet I have, I think,
a great deal of reason to suppose that the general
rule of his practice is much the same, and that he
proceeds upon the same foot with mankind in all
ages, and on all occasions, mutatis mutandis^ as he
finds the circumstances of the people the same, or
not the same.

Take, then, the Devil's first method with mankind
to be grounded upon his own experience in his
antediluvian practices with their ancestors; upon
Ms knowledge of their present circumstances, I
mean present at the time after the flood, you must
allow Satan to have so much cunning in him, as to be
able, without the least hesitation, to know what was
the best method to come about the man, and how to
compass him; and for that reason, I say, I do not
allow him to have made any change in his measures.

The first method then, that I suppose the Devil
took to make his acquaintance with mankind, was
by the way of dreams ; and here I shall go back so
far as to suggest, that he put Canaan, Noah's grand-
son, upon intoxicating the good patriarch his grand-
father with wine, for I join with a late opinion, that
it was Canaan, not Ham, that was the occasion of it;
though Ham was guilty of triumphing over the old
man, when he was overcome, and exposing him, as
far as lay in him, to his modester brethren.

Suppose then young Canaan very busy, helping
and assisting his grandfather, in planting and dress-
ing the vines after the flood, and in gathering the